SR

Arbor Vitae

A N EWSLETTEROF LIVE OAK ACADEMY

Volume 5, Number 2

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

April 23
Night at the Academy
Rehearsal: 9:00 AM
Silent Auction @i All Dayfi 7 PM
Fundraiser Dinner: 5:00 PM
Program: 7:00 PM

April 30 i May 1
Bay Area CHEA convention
Santa Clara Convention Center
http://www.cheaofca.org/

May 3/ 7
AP Exam Week |

May 10 fi 14
AP Exam Week I

May 17
Spring Concert
Rehearsal: 9:30 AM
Concert: 7:30 PM
Calvary Sanctuary

May 18 A 21
AP Late Testing

May 20
Last day of classes

May 26 - 28
Standardized Tests, 9 AM i noon
Grades 3-11, LOA Campus

June 4
Teachersd Lunche
May 1 & June 5
SAT Reasoning & Subject Test
(Registration Deadline Apr 29)

June 12
ACT Assessment/Writing Tests
(Registration Deadline May 7)
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) i By Steve DePangher
|l magi nee
1 You are incredibly thirsty and are given a glass of water. Grateful at firs
suppose that as you were drinking the water you were told by its giver that t
water was contaminated.

1 In arush to get to a loraticipated party, you pull your favorite shirt from
the closet. Standing in front of the mirror to enjoy its wonderful look, you set
a huge stain on it.

1 Your friend promises to visit you. First she is a little late, but then the

mi nutes stretch into hours. You ¢
told you. 6

T Iltds near your bedti me and you ai
unattractive scene fl ashes across
the TV, but itds too | ate. The i ma

All of these examples are of purity destroyed. In the New Testament, the wo
usually transl at e d kathard® the déurcg bfithe mama s
Katherine (Caterina, Cathy, etc.). We named our oldest daughter Katherine. I
a beautiful name, because purity is beautiful.

The boldest and most outrageous of
heart for they shal/l see God. 6 | n
face of Goddéd meant instant death fo
absorb the sight of God. A persontc

change to bear this magnificent sight. It must become pure.

How do we become pure in heart? Like most of the long transformations o
character that define our life in Christ, purity of heart begins with purificatior
brought about by the action of God. One wonderful Old Testament image fol

this comes from | saiah: oCome now,
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
0¢1ed Il i ke c¢cri mson, they shal/l become
engage our mind and wil |l i n becomi

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pu
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there
anything worthy of praise, think ab

Someday, | want to see God. He commands me to become pure so that | mic
see Him. He gives the power to do what He commands.

Continued on next page
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(A Message from the Headmaster, continued from previous page)

T A drink of pure water when thirsty satisfies.
they shall see God. o

1 Our brightest and cleanest clothes will never be brighter than those of Jesus when he was transfigured

Peter, James, and John, 0As he was praying, th
bright as a flash of | ightning. o

T Will the Lord forget to visit us? No! Listen t
pure, silver refined in a furnace on the grounct

And what about past impurités hose ones that seem to stick in o
children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like h
we shall see him as he is. And every one who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Proverb of the Day: Proverbs 15:4

New Living Translatiod: A wi se person is hungry for knov
New King James VersianThe heart of him who has wunder st a
feeds on foolishness. o
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM L OA 0 &L WIGHT AT THE ACADEMY ﬂf’%f:
AND DECEMBER CHRISTMAS CONCERT %‘W'

Lesia Houk
piano teacher

(408) 332-3724
lesia.music@gmail.com

Continued on next page
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Photographs, continued from previous pag

(GRACE
[DANCE
A CADEMY

RAISING YOUNG ARTISTS TO HONOR GOD

JOIN US THIS FALL! ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN

BALLET TAP
MODERN HIP-HOP
JAZZ COMBO

CLASSES HELD IN CAMPBELL AT ARIEL DANCE STUDIO

ONLINE ENROLLMENT AVAILABLE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SCHEDULE, PRICING AND MORE!

WWW.GRACEDANCEACADEMY.COM
408-309-3716
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g’ﬁ’*@ LoA, MY, How Y ou&E GROWN !

Live Oak Academy Growth
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Live Oak Academy was planted f r-oponedaysaaveedtinithenhorhehok
Founding Board Members John and Annie Rose, and has enjoyed continuous growth from year to year
faithful watering by families, teacher s, the boes
Academy has almost fully branched out and is close to reaching the height of its planned growth.

Early on, there seemed to be no need for formal rosters, so official records showbhgearegowth begin-
ning in 2004 on the chart above. The exact numbers, including staff, are as folled%s:82@dddents, 29
staff; 20086 91 students, 33 staff; 2006121 students, 33 staff;, 208,/150 students, 43 staff; 2098175
students, 43 staff; 2000, 214 students, 56 staff. The continuous growth called for several transplants to |

locations as it grew in size.

In 2004, Live Oak homeschoolers had been primarily grafted into the grammar (elementary) and logic (r
school) grades. High school courses like Western Civilization and English Literature and Composition
al ways taught at the Academy, but 1t wasnot unt i
that a full course of study was planned for thel@th grades. An additional high school grade was added evet
year as this class advanced. For the academic yed120Q9ve Oak added its 12th grade, and on May 22,
2010, Live Oak will hold its very first high school graduation celebration.

Whil e growing in height, the Academy also contir
size philosophy, classes were doubled when the maximum of 12 students in core classes was reached

occasional board approval up to 14). By fall of this year, we had doubled 1st, 3rd, 6th, 7th and 8th grades,
now have tripled 7th grade and anticipate wait lists for grades 2 and 9. As Headmaster Steve DePangher
communicated to families and staff, we could fully branch out to two classes for all grades by fall 2010.

It is a time to rejoice and give thanks! God continues to bless LOA in enabling us to support the gro
homeschool community with our Christian and classical educational program. Our desire and prayer i
togetheii the Live Oak Academy board, administration, faculty, parents and fstwaefusill our motto, as
spoken by the Prophet Isaiah:

0They will be called oaks of righteousneiemryinsand p |
restore the places | ong devastated: they wi
ISAIAH 61, NIV
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gk% MEET SUE SHEFFIELD

Kim and Sue, with sons Andrew (left) and Joseph (righ

Sue Sheffield has blessed Live Oak Academy since 2004 with her many talents and her versatility. She has
wide range of elementary subjects to our grammar school students including math, spelling, literature and |
Sue administrates Live Oakds PSP, a d-09; shesalso seryed ass s
LOAG6s Office Manager.

Sue likes to bring real life practical learning into the classroom. The students in her 4th grade math class,
stance, learn how to balance a checkbook and buy from the class store or buy a ticket for the class party.

flects, ol |l ove mat h, and | |l ove the ki ds. The
them grow up. o Sue is known to Otreato her stu
chocol ate (Sueds favorite), or even a speci al pi

Sue and husband Kim have been married for 28 years. Kim is a public school principal at Stonegate Elem
Previously, he was a public middle school teacher andimedistory teacher for Live Oak. The Sheffields
have an exciting year ahead. Their oldest son, Andrew, a corporal in the Marines, and his wife are expectil
first child in August, and their youngest son Joseph will be graduating from the United States Naval Acade
Annapolis next month. Congratulations, Sheffield family!

Sue and Kim homeschooled their two boys for nin
hard ti me keeping track of what Andrew was doing
and between baseball, church and scouting, we we
there was homewor k. Il wanted to be able to comp

When not teaching at LOA, Sue serves the community in a myriad of other ways. She continues to give he
and talent as a cell group leader and coach of Clash Debate Club in addition to having served on Clash's B
Directors. Sue also directed Clash when her sons were debating during their homeschool high school year

ol |l ove the whole debate activity. It resonat ed
the kids and parents from different cities. The skill of speaking on your feet is huge, coupled with being a
articulate what you have to say! When my son Joseph was trying to get into the Naval Academy, they wol
call wupéand an interview would be happening. 6

Continued on next page
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Continued from last page

When asked to give two pieces of dv ce for youn
stuff. We all get worried about, o6Can they do i
and ask yourself, 6Do we really need to have tea

Sue also leads a support group at their church in the Celebrate Recovery Ministry and has started two oth
port groups that help women to manage their health.

Now that Sue is an empty nester, she mostly enjo
the next bunch of years, | see myself teaching at Live Oak and traveling to southern California to see ¢
babi eséWhen Kim retires we would |ike to do more

As one who embraces new challenges, Sue is currently training for the Marine Corps Camp Pendleton Mu
Knowing how Sue takes on challenges, we expect her to be ahead of the pack!
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gﬁ% PARENTSO IGWT

Ever feel overwhelmed?

Come to Parentsd® Night on Mond

The poet William Butler Yeats once said, OEducat
home schooling parents, we desire to create a |e
tivity as well as fosters their spiritual and intellectual growth. However, our lofty goals can, at times, seem ur
able because of the challenges that home schooling afftretier it is endless loads of laundry, a recalcitrant
student, a feeling of isolation, or an overcrowded schedule, the realities that crop up on any given day can
home schooling parent feel overwhelmed.

Therefore, to meet the needs of our families, Live Oak Academy is holding monthly parent meetings where
and dads can come and learn from experienced home schooling parents, enjoy fellowship, discuss problel
share ideas. There have been three meetings hel
and Debbie McManis speaking about topics |Iike o
God | y CRléabeccome and jpin on Monday, May@t0 7: OOPM f or our fi nal
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%"ﬁ—%’% FALL FUN AND FUNDRAISERS

When we put our heads together to fundraise for LOA, we keep you, our busy families in mind. We know
you have many things to juggle (and perhaps many children too!) and that spending your money, tim:
resources wisely are priorities for you. So we try to create opportunities to benefit you, require your minirn
fort, build community, and of course, are a LOT of FUN!

I n Nov e mb e rNight lati theeAca@eai Radfleresulted in one happy student, Austin BeXedly,
returning home with a brand new Sony Laptop computer. And the generous LOA community supported
Oak enthusiastically with contributions nearing $10,000!

In January, we kicked off our filstends, Food, and FunrRaiser dinner at the home of the Belgums. At
separate events, the Rissers and Belgums, the Pavones, and the Roses and Chais served fantastic meals
settings to a total of more than 40 guests.

These community building fuaisers afforded the opportunity for guests to enjoy the talents eédharaéed
youth and the culinary delights of those within the LOA community. Many LOA middle and high school stud
donated their time to prepare food, wait on the guests and clean up afterwards. (Emily DePangher enjoye
much that she served at two meals and has asked to be called back for the next dinner.) As well as servar
homeschool ers also o0got talenmtankkedCexporsi Dauvugr p
drous creation; Kalpana and Katerina Chinnapan, Caterina and Nina Rose, Becky and Kara Risser and C
Rosa shared their musical talents; Lydia Heggem and Sara Dasgupta presentedirayvatomorous and
dramatic literary interpretations.

Keep your eyes open for the next Friends, Food, anBdiser dinners which will be held throughout the
summer!

EVEN MORE AFUNRAI SI NGo THI S WEEI
at
SPRING NIGHT AT THE ACADEMY
Friday, April 23
The fun begins at 5:00 PM

At Spring Night at the Academy, families, teachers and guests will begin their eveningNighiheit the Academy|
Dinner at 5:00 PM, featuring Middle Eastern barbeque, prepared by a talented culinary team led by Youbert ar
Ramsina Alkhato and Dorr Clark. Then while students rehearse, parents will bid on over 50 servicesafteaind

items, and themed gift baskets, generously donated by many Live Oak classes, atSilanfir8uction. This year, for
the first time ever, Live Oak Academy has the chance to break even financially bgngeand you are the families

who can make this happen! We thank God that our community is growing and that its members continue to| bless «
another through their talents, gifts of service, and mutual friendships.
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L OAS@™® ANNUAL SPELLING BEE
AND 2"° GEOGRAPHY BEES

ke,
%‘W
Live Oak Academy enjoyed its 3rd annual Scripps National Spelling Bee on January 20th, and the 2nd Ann
tional Geography Bee on January 22nd. Live Oak Academy is the recognized host for Bay Area homesc
students entering the first phase of these national competitions, and all Bay Area homeschooled students in
4-8 were welcome to compete.

Live Oakds Win Heggem, Chris Duckering and Susan
words grew more difficult with words like exhaust and rutabaga. Caroline Liddle won 1st Place when she ca
spelled the word o0calisthenics. 6 The 2nd Pl ace w
Caroline Liddle earned the right compete at Chronicle Written Spelling Bee at the San Francisco Chronicle.

At Live Oakods first phase of the National Geogr
Chase kept score. The Geography Bee challenges students to understasub timeatéeiness of geography

how physical features, climate and culture are &
Academy students battled out the final question with Madeline Minardi in 2nd Place and Nicholas Millsap in
Pl ace with his winning answer to: OWhich countr
mountains in the world. o6 Nicholas, a geography b

Live Oak Academy congratulates the winners and every student who took part in the preparation and comp
for these two exciting events!

Geography Bee Winners
1stPlace, Nick Millsap Part i
2ndPlace, Maddie Minardi

cipants in Live Oak©os

the ———— 7or ™Gy shall receive

Spelling Bee Winners (from right) 2 VSR
1=tPlace, Caroline Liddle Participants in Live Oaké:
2ndPlace, Elizabeth John

JdPlace, Abby Landis
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LIVE OAK ACADEMY®
SPRING CONCERT

ARnThe Gi ft of Sc
Presented by

The Academyos Fou
Monday, May 17t, 7:30 PM

LOA students participating in the 6th annual Walk for Life in San
Francisco on February 11

Live Action is a youtled movement, dedicated to building a culture of life and ending abortion, the great
human rights injustice of our ti me. Wal k into
energy and enthusiastically committed to the cause.

Would you like to spend fun and educational evenings with 1
group of 5660 Live Oak and other home school students? WouUsse
enjoy watching educational videos, participating in small s
discussions, and role playing? Would you like to join our pray
or give presentations, or distribute prolife literature, or raise
for prolife organizations?
our team!

Regular meetings, every two weeks, will start the first week
More details to follow.

Email: liveactionLOA@gmail.com
- Phone: 1- 408-997- 3999
Meetings: Snacks and fun, at the home of Annie and John Rose

Members: 6th 812th graders (parent permission is required)



Come to
/ILYH 2DN $FDGHP\V

NIGHT AT THE ACADEMY
Friday, April 23, 2010
Fundraising Dinner 5 - 6 PM

Featuring Grilled Middle Eastern Cuisine

$15 adult, $10 ages 511; $40 max per family

50 Item Silent Auction + All Day
Stage Program with Class &
Choir Presentations +7 PM

E-mail: Info@liveoakacademy.org
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