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H EADMASTER õS M ESSAGEé òSEEING  GODó 
 

 

April 23  

   Night at the Academy  

      Rehearsal: 9:00 AM  

      Silent Auction ñAll Dayñ7 PM 

      Fundraiser Dinner: 5:00 PM  

      Program: 7:00 PM  

 

April 30 ñMay 1  

   Bay Area CHEA convention  

      Santa Clara Convention Center  

      http://www.cheaofca.org/  

 

May 3 ñ7  

    AP Exam Week I  

 

May 10 ñ14 

   AP Exam Week II  

 

May 17  

   Spring Concert  

      Rehearsal: 9:30 AM  

      Concert: 7:30 PM  

      Calvary Sanctuary  

 

May 18 ñ21 

   AP Late Testing  

 

May 20  

   Last day of classes  

 

May 26 - 28 

   Standardized Tests, 9 AM ñnoon 

      Grades 3-11, LOA Campus 

 

June 4  

   Teachersõ Luncheon 

 

May 1 & June 5  

   SAT Reasoning & Subject Test  

      (Registration Deadline Apr 29)  

 

June 12  

   ACT Assessment/Writing Tests  

      (Registration Deadline May 7)  

CALENDAR   

OF EVENTS  

Imagineé 

¶ You are incredibly thirsty and are given a glass of water. Grateful at first, 
suppose that as you were drinking the water you were told by its giver that the 
water was contaminated. 

¶ In a rush to get to a long-anticipated party, you pull your favorite shirt from 
the closet. Standing in front of the mirror to enjoy its wonderful look, you see 
a huge stain on it. 

¶ Your friend promises to visit you.  First she is a little late, but then the 
minutes stretch into hours. You call. òOh, I canõt come. Sorry, should have 
told you.ó 

¶ Itõs near your bedtime and you are watching TV.  A particularly intense, 
unattractive scene flashes across the screen. Itõs so bad you rush to turn off 
the TV, but itõs too late. The images are burned into your mind. 

All of these examples are of purity destroyed.  In the New Testament, the word 
usually translated into English as òpurityó is katharos ð the source of the name 
Katherine (Caterina, Cathy, etc.). We named our oldest daughter Katherine.  It is 
a beautiful name, because purity is beautiful. 

The boldest and most outrageous of the beatitudes is, òBlessed are the pure in 
heart for they shall see God.ó  In the Old Testament, the very idea of òseeing the 
face of Godó meant instant death for there is no human capacity òbigó enough to 
absorb the sight of God.  A personõs heart, that is, a personõs very nature, must 
change to bear this magnificent sight. It must become pure. 

How do we become pure in heart?  Like most of the long transformations of 
character that define our life in Christ, purity of heart begins with purification 
brought about by the action of God. One wonderful Old Testament image for 
this comes from Isaiah: òCome now, let us reason together, says the LORD:  
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are 
red like crimson, they shall become like wool.ó  But the Lord also calls us to 
engage our mind and will in becoming pure.  Paul writes, òFinally, brethren, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.ó 

Someday, I want to see God.  He commands me to become pure so that I might 
see Him.  He gives the power to do what He commands.  

By Steve DePangher 

Continued on next page 
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(A Message from the Headmaster, continued from previous page) 

¶ A drink of pure water when thirsty satisfies. òBlessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall see God.ó 

¶ Our brightest and cleanest clothes will never be brighter than those of Jesus when he was transfigured before 
Peter, James, and John, òAs he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as 
bright as a flash of lightning.ó 

¶ Will the Lord forget to visit us? No! Listen to the psalmist: òThe promises of the LORD are promises that are 
pure, silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.ó 

And what about past impurities ð those ones that seem to stick in our minds? John says, òBeloved, we are God's 
children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. And every one who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  LOAõS FALL  N IGHT  AT  THE  ACADEMY   

AND  DECEMBER CHRISTMAS  CONCERT  

Continued on next page 

Proverb of the Day: Proverbs 15:4 

New Living Translation: òA wise person is hungry for knowledge, while the fool feeds on trash.ó 

New King James Version: òThe heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools 
feeds on foolishness.ó 
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Photographs, continued from previous page 
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LOA , M Y , H OW  Y OUõVE GROWN !  

Live Oak Academy was planted from a seed in the early 1990õs, meeting as a co-op one day a week in the home of 
Founding Board Members John and Annie Rose, and has enjoyed continuous growth from year to year. With 
faithful watering by families, teachers, the board and administration, along with plenty of  òSonó shine, today the 
Academy has almost fully branched out and is close to reaching the height of its planned growth.   

Early on, there seemed to be no need for formal rosters, so official records show the  year-by-year growth begin-
ning in 2004 on the chart above.  The exact numbers, including staff, are as follows:  2004-05, 82 students, 29  
staff;  2005-06 91 students, 33 staff;  2006-07, 121 students, 33 staff;  2007-08, 150 students, 43 staff;  2008-09, 175 
students, 43 staff;  2009-10, 214 students, 56 staff.   The continuous growth called for several transplants to new 
locations as it grew in size.     

In 2004, Live Oak homeschoolers had been primarily grafted into the grammar (elementary) and logic (middle 
school) grades.  High school courses like Western Civilization and English Literature and Composition were  
always taught at the Academy, but it wasnõt until 2006, when that yearõs 8th grade class moved into high school, 
that a full course of study was planned for the 9th -12th grades.  An additional high school grade was added every 
year as this class advanced.  For the academic year 2009-2010, Live Oak added its 12th grade, and on May 22, 
2010, Live Oak will hold its very first high school graduation celebration.   

While growing in height, the Academy also continued to branch out.  In keeping with the Academyõs small class 
size philosophy, classes were doubled when the maximum of 12 students in core classes was reached (with an  
occasional board approval up to 14).   By fall of this year, we had doubled 1st, 3rd, 6th, 7th and 8th grades, plus we 
now have tripled 7th grade and anticipate wait lists for grades 2 and 9.  As Headmaster Steve DePangher recently 
communicated to families and staff, we could fully branch out to two classes for all grades by fall 2010.    

It is a time to rejoice and give thanks!  God continues to bless LOA in enabling us to support the growing 
homeschool community with our Christian and classical educational program.  Our desire and prayer is that  
togetherñthe Live Oak Academy board, administration, faculty, parents and studentsñwill fulfill our motto, as 
spoken by the Prophet Isaiah:   

òThey will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and 
restore the places long devastated: they will renew ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.ó 

ISAIAH 61, NIV 
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M EET SUE SHEFFIELD  

Sue Sheffield has blessed Live Oak Academy since 2004 with her many talents and her versatility. She has taught a 
wide range of elementary subjects to our grammar school students including math, spelling, literature and history.  
Sue administrates Live Oakõs PSP, admissions assessments, and safety compliance.  In 2008-09, she also served as 
LOAõs Office Manager. 

Sue likes to bring real life practical learning into the classroom.  The students in her 4th grade math class, for in-
stance, learn how to balance a checkbook and buy from the class store or buy a ticket for the class party.  Sue re-
flects, òI love math, and I love the kids.  The best part is having the same kids for different grades and watching 
them grow up.ó  Sue is known to òtreató her students well with games and competitions that reward them with 
chocolate (Sueõs favorite), or even a special pizza lunch, courtesy of Mrs. Sheffield. 

Sue and husband Kim have been married for 28 years. Kim is a public school principal at Stonegate Elementary.  
Previously, he was a public middle school teacher and a part-time history teacher for Live Oak.  The Sheffields 
have an exciting year ahead.  Their oldest son, Andrew, a corporal in the Marines, and his wife are expecting their 
first child in August, and their youngest son Joseph will be graduating from the United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis next month.  Congratulations, Sheffield family! 

Sue and Kim homeschooled their two boys for nine years.  òWe started home schooling because I was having a 
hard time keeping track of what Andrew was doing.  I was at school every week scooping papers out of his deské
and between baseball, church and scouting, we were running as soon as we got home from schooléthen at night, 
there was homework.  I wanted to be able to complete everything during the day.ó 

When not teaching at LOA, Sue serves the community in a myriad of other ways. She continues to give her time 
and talent as a cell group leader and coach of Clash Debate Club in addition to having served on Clash's Board of 
Directors.    Sue also directed Clash when her sons were debating during their homeschool high school years. 

òI love the whole debate activity.  It resonated with me personally. I loved the community, spending time with all 
the kids and parents from different cities.  The skill of speaking on your feet is huge, coupled with being able to 
articulate what you have to say!  When my son Joseph was trying to get into the Naval Academy, they would just 
call upéand an interview would be happening.ó 

Continued on next page 

Kim and Sue, with sons Andrew (left) and Joseph (right) 
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Continued from last page 

When asked to give two pieces of advice for young home schooling moms, Sue responded, òDonõt sweat the small 
stuff.  We all get worried about, ôCan they do it? Are they learning enough?õ  Choose carefully what hills you die on 
and ask yourself, ôDo we really need to have tears over that?õó 

Sue also leads a support group at their church in the Celebrate Recovery Ministry and has started two other sup-
port groups that help women to manage their health. 

Now that Sue is an empty nester, she mostly enjoys òspending a lot of time with my husband on the weekend.  In 
the next bunch of years, I see myself teaching at Live Oak and traveling to southern California to see grand-
babieséWhen Kim retires we would like to do more traveling.ó 

As one who embraces new challenges, Sue is currently training for the Marine Corps Camp Pendleton Mud Run.   
Knowing how Sue takes on challenges, we expect her to be ahead of the pack! 

Ever feel overwhelmed?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come to Parentsõ Night on Monday, May 10, 7 PM 

The poet William Butler Yeats once said, òEducation is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.ó As 
home schooling parents, we desire to create a learning environment which sparks our childrenõs curiosity and crea-
tivity as well as fosters their spiritual and intellectual growth. However, our lofty goals can, at times, seem unattain-
able because of the challenges that home schooling affords.  Whether it is endless loads of laundry, a recalcitrant 
student, a feeling of isolation, or an overcrowded schedule, the realities that crop up on any given day can make a 
home schooling parent feel overwhelmed.  

Therefore, to meet the needs of our families, Live Oak Academy is holding monthly parent meetings where moms 
and dads can come and learn from experienced home schooling parents, enjoy fellowship, discuss problems, and 
share ideas. There have been three meetings held since January with Live Oak momõs such as Betsy DePangher 
and Debbie McManis speaking about topics like òThriving, Not Just Surviving Home Schoolingó and òRaising 
Godly Children.ó Please come and join on Monday, May 10th at 7:00PM for our final parentsõ meeting.  

PARENTSõ NIGHT  

Arbor Vitae Acknowledgments  
 

Editors:  Annie Rose and Judy Trehan  
Layout:  Elisabeth Rosa 

Contributors:   Albert Aslan, Jeanny Chai, Libby Mayer, Paul 
Rose, Cindy Stansbury 
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When we put our heads together to fundraise for LOA, we keep you, our busy families in mind.  We know that 
you have many things to juggle (and perhaps many children too!) and that spending your money, time, and  
resources wisely are priorities for you.  So we try to create opportunities to benefit you, require your minimal ef-
fort, build community, and of course, are a LOT of FUN!   

In November, Live Oakõs Night at the Academy Raffle resulted in one happy student, Austin Bowen-Kelly,  
returning home with a brand new Sony Laptop computer.  And the generous LOA community supported Live 
Oak enthusiastically with contributions nearing $10,000!   

In January, we kicked off our first Friends, Food, and Fun-Raiser dinner at the home of the Belgums.  At  
separate events, the Rissers and Belgums, the Pavones, and the Roses and Chais served fantastic meals in elegant 
settings to a total of more than 40 guests.   

These community building fun-raisers afforded the opportunity for guests to enjoy the talents of home-educated 
youth and the culinary delights of those within the LOA community. Many LOA middle and high school students 
donated their time to prepare food, wait on the guests and clean up afterwards.  (Emily DePangher enjoyed it so 
much that she served at two meals and has asked to be called back for the next dinner.)   As well as servant hearts, 
homeschoolers also ògot talentó:  Cooper Dauer presented a nationally-ranked expository piece on Godõs won-
drous creation; Kalpana and Katerina Chinnapan, Caterina and Nina Rose, Becky and Kara Risser and Caroline 
Rosa shared their musical talents; Lydia Heggem and Sara Dasgupta presented award-winning humorous and  
dramatic literary interpretations.   

Keep your eyes open for the next Friends, Food, and Fun-Raiser dinners which will be held throughout the  
summer! 

FALL  FUN  AND  FUNDRAISERS   

EVEN MORE ñFUNRAISINGò THIS WEEK 

at 

SPRING NIGHT AT THE ACADEMY 

Friday, April 23 

The fun begins at 5:00 PM 
 

At Spring Night at the Academy, families, teachers and guests will begin their evening at the Night at the Academy 

Dinner at 5:00 PM, featuring Middle Eastern barbeque, prepared by a talented culinary team led by Youbert and  

Ramsina Alkhato and Dorr Clark.  Then while students rehearse, parents will bid on over 50 services, hand-crafted 

items, and themed gift baskets, generously donated by many Live Oak classes, at our first Silent Auction.  This year, for 

the first time ever, Live Oak Academy has the chance to break even financially by year-end, and you are the families 

who can make this happen!  We thank God that our community is growing and that its members continue to bless one 

another through their talents, gifts of service, and mutual friendships.   
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LOAõS 3RD  A NNUAL  SPELLING  BEE  

AND  2ND  GEOGRAPHY  BEES 

Live Oak Academy enjoyed its 3rd annual Scripps National Spelling Bee on January 20th, and the 2nd Annual Na-
tional Geography Bee on January 22nd.  Live Oak Academy is the recognized host for Bay Area homeschooled 
students entering the first phase of these national competitions, and all Bay Area homeschooled students in grades 
4-8 were welcome to compete. 

Live Oakõs Win Heggem, Chris Duckering and Susan Merritt officiated the Spelling Bee.   Tension ran high as the 
words grew more difficult with words like exhaust and rutabaga.  Caroline Liddle won 1st Place when she correctly 
spelled the word òcalisthenics.ó The 2nd Place winner was Elizabeth John, and 3rd Place winner was Abby Landis.  
Caroline Liddle earned the right compete at Chronicle Written Spelling Bee at the San Francisco Chronicle. 

At Live Oakõs first phase of the National Geograhy Bee, the official reader was Sue Sheffield while Elisabeth 
Chase kept score.  The Geography Bee challenges students to understand the inter-connectedness of geographyñ
how physical features, climate and culture are all influenced by each other.  At the end of this yearõs competition, 
Academy students battled out the final question with Madeline Minardi in 2nd Place and Nicholas Millsap in First 
Place with his winning answer to: òWhich country below China is home to the mountain range with the 8 tallest 
mountains in the world.ó Nicholas, a geography buff, achieved first place when he correctly answered, òNepal.ó  

Live Oak Academy congratulates the winners and every student who took part in the preparation and competition 
for these two exciting events! 

Geography Bee Winners 
1st Place, Nick Millsap 

2nd Place, Maddie Minardi 
Participants in Live Oakõs Geography Bee 

Spelling Bee Winners (from right) 
1st Place, Caroline Liddle 
2nd Place, Elizabeth John 
3rd Place, Abby Landis 

Participants in Live Oakõs Spelling Bee 
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BE A  LIVE OAK , L IVE A CTION  STUDENT !  

Live Action is a youth-led movement, dedicated to building a culture of life and ending abortion, the greatest  
human rights injustice of our time.  Walk into a Live Action meeting, and youõll know that these kids are full of 
energy and enthusiastically committed to the cause.   

Would you like to spend fun and educational evenings with a lively 
group of 50-60 Live Oak and other home school students? Would you 
enjoy watching educational videos, participating in small group  
discussions, and role playing? Would you like to join our prayer team, 
or give presentations, or distribute prolife literature, or raise money 
for prolife organizations? If youõre up for the challenge, come join  
our team! 

Regular meetings, every two weeks, will start the first week of June.  
More details to follow. 

 

Email:     liveactionLOA@gmail.com  

Phone:     1- 408- 997- 3999  

Meetings:  Snacks and fun, at the home of Annie and John Rose    

Members:   6th ð12th graders (parent permission is required)  

LOA students participating in the 6th annual Walk for Life in San 
Francisco on February 11 

LIVE OAK ACADEMYôS  
SPRING CONCERT 
ñThe Gift of Songò 

Presented by 

The Academyôs Four Choirs 

Monday, May 17 th, 7:30 PM 
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NIGHT AT THE ACADEMY  
Friday, April 23, 2010  

Fundraising Dinner 5 - 6 PM  
Featuring Grilled Middle Eastern Cuisine  

$15 adult, $10 ages 5-11; $40 max per family   

50 Item Silent Auction �± All Day  
Stage Program with Class &  
Choir Presentations �± 7 PM  

E-mail:  Info@liveoakacademy.org  

1175 HILLSDALE AVENUE 
SAN JOSE, CA  95118 


